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are starving on scanty subsistence may be saved, and India may once
more occupy her proud position of yore, among the greatest and
civilized nations of the West." The resolutions passed on swadeshi,
boycott, and national education were regarded as satisfactory by the
new party led by Tilak. The Moderates led by ^Pherozeshah Mehta
held that the Congress went too far and it was on their attempt to
get the resolutions modified that a split took place in 1907 at the
Surat session.
During 1906-8 the Nationalist Party grew in strength. One of the
leaders of the new party was Aurobindo Ghose who appeared like
a meteor and worked for four years before he retired as an ascetic to
Pondicherry in 1910. His influence was considerable and his literary
activity through the powerful organ Bande Mataram was remark-
able. He was prosecuted twice and was kept in jail for about a year in
1908. The third prosecution was launched against him in 1910 but
he had already withdrawn from British territory. His literary work
inspired many young men to sacrifice their lives. His philosophical
and cultural writings still remain unequalled for insight, scholarship
and grace.
During the partition days Rabindranath Tagore came down from
the ivory tower and threw himself into the movement. He advocated
constructive non-co-operation. He composed patriotic songs and
addressed large gatherings of students. In October 1905 Tagore
headed a huge procession through the streets of Calcutta singing his
song: "Are you so mighty as to cut asunder the bond forged by
Providence?" His stirring patriotic songs inspired the youth of Bengal
and were on the lips of every Bengali.
The passing of the Seditious Meetings Act and the Indian News-
papers Act in 1908 brought the work of public propaganda almost to
a standstill. For certain articles in Kesari^ Lokamanya Tilak, now
aged fifty-two, was sentenced in 1908 to six years* rigorous imprison-
ment and a fine of Rs. 1,000. Tilak, addressing the judge, declared:
"In spite of the verdict of the jury, I maintain that I am innocent.
There are higher powers that rule the destinies of things; and it may
be the will of Providence that the cause which I represent should
prosper more by my sufferings than by my remaining free." There
was nation-wide protest against the inhuman sentence inflicted on the
most popular and revered leader of the people. Students absented
themselves from schools and colleges. There were hartals and the